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Birdwing
Nest-box Project

Webre delighted to an
project that has been approved at the Evros
Delta. Proposals for a nest-box programme
funded by Birdwing were submitted to the
Management Body and given the go-ahead.
In the autumn/winter a range of vty
nest-boxes for Rollers, owls
(like the Long-eared Owl
in the photo above),
Kestrels and other
falcons will be
built and sited
around the
Delta.

Read more
on page 3.

I'tds often
year that we meet new
friends who have yet to
experience the
wonders of  birdlife
found in Northern Greece. Whether
meeting you at the British Birdfair, through
our guiding with Greenwings or elsewhere,
we welcome you.

Read what international bird guide expert
Dave Gosney had to say about the region
and our site guide after a recent tripé

6Northern Greece a
FANTASTI C for birfs.
forgotten just how good it was.

Read more of his comments on page 2.

Birdwing at Birdfair

This summer, representatives from six of
the National Parks of Northern Greece
travelled to the UK for the British Birdfair at
Rutland Water, together with Nikos, from
the Limneo Hotel at Kerkini and tour guides
George Spiridakis and Efstathia Sideri.
The event attracts thousands of people to
find out about all things related to birds and
birdwatching around the world. It was great
for everyone to spend time together and to
meet up with friends from Greenwings,
Easybirder and the hundreds of others who
love birdwatching in Greece.

Read
about the
event on
page 5.
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Birds of Greece
Playing Cards

The popularity of the Birdwing
playing cards helped to raise /=
over 0 10 Othe fimgti fewn g

weeks of being made.

Together with the free downloadable activity
pack (produced in both English and Greek), the
cards have also helped to encourage and
develop childrenés inte
Following the strong demand for the cards we are
aiming to produce a second pack with other
Greek birds over the winter and supporter Alex
Wirth has also written a Top Trumps type game
which we hope to develop in the future.

Sets of pack 1 can be purchased via our website
www.birdwing.eu and the activity packs and
related sound-tracks can also be downloaded
free from there.

New Birdwing app in
development!

Using the images and information shown on
the Birdwing playing cards (taken by
Steve Mills) a new mobile and tablet
6appd is current |-
by Greek cCompanyy
(www.jupitee.com).

This has come about as a result of
the generous assistance of
Birdwing supporter Charles
Outhier, from the US, to whom we
are very grateful. The app is being
created to help children, young
people and newcomers to
birdwatching to learn
to recognise Greek
birds. The app will be
developed in Greek
and English initially,
with German and
Dutch as future
expansions.

We will be financing
the project using _
crowd-funding and _-
through donations as ¢
we want this to be a
free app. If you can
support us in this
please click here and
donate via our
website.
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Dave Gosney
iIn Greece

Many UK birdwatchers and
those from around the
world will know of Dave
Gosney, easybirder.com
who produces guides and DVDs about
birdwatching sites around the world. Dave
has recently visited Northern Greece and
was delighted with his trip.

Of the Birdwing site
Northern Greece, by Steve Mills, he said:

| found this book to
o el be really useful on
my last trip to
northern Greece.
It ds an ar
already visited
many times but this
book introduced me
to several new and
fantastic sites, described in the
sort of idiot  -proof detail that | also
apply to my own titles.

Without it | would have missed
out on several really good birds.

Oh, and by the way, northern
Greece was just FANTASTIC for
birds. | 6d forgotten
itwas. So many great sites

\ J
For someone who has so much
experience of birdwatching around
the world that is great to hear!

You can buy the site-guide at
www.birdwing.eu/Birdwing-
Books

Bird-list including
Dutch names -
free download!

Following our last newsletter we have
now updated and included Dutch names
in our free bird-list download. Available
on our website, the list contains bird
names in 5 languages - Greek, English,
German, Dutch and Latin.

Thanks to Leo Tukker for updating this
list and adding the Dutch names!

Go to the Resources page of our
website to download it. ~ Autumn 2014
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Birdwing nest-box
programme

Creating nesting opportunities for
birds in Northern Greece

The new Birdwing nest-box programme will
begin in the autumn when boxes will be made
and positioned ready for next spring.

All around the Evros Delta nest-boxes for
Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) and Rollers
(Coracias garrulus) will be positioned and
there will also be the possibility that the
Kestrel boxes

might be also used
by other birds,
including Long-
eared Owls (Asio
otus).

Kestrels have been
shown to readily accept
nest-boxes in  other
parts of Europe and
there seems to be
plenty of good feeding
habitat at the Evros
Delta for them but the
opportunities for
nesting are limited due
to the lack of trees with

30cm s0cm hoOlES.
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Similarly opportunities for Rollers to nest at the
Evros Delta are limited because of the lack of
suitable holes. They prefer boxes with a
smaller hole rather than the open box
preferred by Kestrels. In a natural environment
Rollers do not create their own holes but
depend on other species to make them. The
lack of trees on the delta limits the number of
holes made by woodpeckers, for example, that
Rollers could then use.
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The programme is also being extended to
other regions of Northern Greece, firstly to the
Nestos-Vistonida-Ismarida  region  where
boxes for Rollers will be made and sited.
Proposals for various nest-boxes to be put up
in National Parks of Axios-Aliakmon-Loudias
and at Kerkini are also under discussion.
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— Examples of habitat improvement
— in Northern Greece

Birdwing and the management bodies of the National Parks, together with other NGOs, including SPP,
WWF Greece and EPO, have undertaken and are undertaking a range of different habitat improvement
projects. Tern rafts have been built and positioned in four sites (1, 2, 3 and 4) for Common Terns to
nest on. The pelican platforms at Lake Kerkini (site 1) have resulted in over 200 Dalmatian Pelican
chicks successfully fledging this year. Birdwing has recently funded the building of a breeding platform
at the Evros Delta (site 5). Also at the Evros (site 5) a new Birdwing project has recently been approved
for a programme of building and positioning nest-boxes for Kestrels, Owls and Rollers around the delta.
Roller boxes are also to be put up in the Porto Lagos area (site 4). The Society for the Protection of
Prespa (SPP.gr) is an NGO that has undertaken habitat improvements in the North West of the country
(site 6) including work on restoring wet meadows and other habitats to improvement the breeding
chances of birds such as Glossy Ibis and both White and Dalmatian Pelicans. WWF Greece work in the
Dadia region (site 7) where there is a Vulture feeding station and collaboration with projects run by
Return of the Neophron to help Egyptian Vultures. The Management Body of the National Park at Lake
Kerkini (site 1) is beginning a project to build three new islands in the lake to help with the restoration of
the drowned forest and to provide further nesting sites for pelicans and other water birds.
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One of Bi r d wimaingaidns is to fund
and facilitate habitat improvement
projects in Northern Greece. Through
raising money and awareness we hope
to increase further the number of
projects undertaken. Please donate to
ensure this can continue to happen.
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Northern Greece widely
represented at Birdfair

Every year, in August, representatives from
the National Parks of Lake Kerkini, Axios-
Aliakmon-Loudias and Koronia/Volvi visit the
British Birdfair. This year they were joined by
those from the Evros Delta, Dadia-Lefkimi-
Soufli Forest and Nestos-Vistonidis-Ismarida
National Parks.

It is great to have so many representatives
there from the National Parks of the region
and we know that many birdwatchers have
found out about the wonders of Greek nature
and now plan to visit Greece as a result.

Also we at Birdwing met with our friends from
Greenwings, Nikos from the Limneo Hotel in
Chryssohorafa and George Spiridakis and
Efstathia  Sideri, promoting their new
company G6ePyedsée pagass.

The event allowed us opportunity to discuss
ideas for new habitat projects with staff from
the management bodies and to forge stronger
links between everyone.
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